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Fig. 1. Geological sketch map of northern region of Sekigahara, Gifu Prefecture. 
The examined specimen has been found at A. 


Horizon. Upper Triassic ? (corresponding to the Matsuoyama formation 
of Isomi 1956). 

Registered Number. No. 75001 (Laboratory of Phylogenetic Botany, Chiba 
University). 

Distribution. Japan: Ohmine, Yamaguchi Prefecture. 
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Fig. 2. Schematic figure of radial section of 
A. mineense from Sekigahara, showing 
septum form (s) and bladder form (b) 
of tylosis-like structure. 
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Summary 

The examined petrified wood from the so-called Paleozoic strata in 
northern region of Sekigahara, Gifu Prefecture has been identified with 
Araucarioxylon mineense Ogura, reported from the Triassic of Ohmine, Ya- 
maguchi Prefecture. This species is endemic to the Triassic of Japan, in 
having following diagnostic features in wood anatomy: (1) Bordered pits 
on the radial walls of tracheids are arranged contiguously in one row. (2) 
One large half-bordered pit per the cross field. (3) Rays are usually uniseriate, 
often biseriate at least in part and usually 8-25, sometimes 35-55 cells high. 
(4) Tylosis-like structure, septum form or bladder form, within tracheids. 
The present specimen, however, somewhat differs from the type specimens 
of Ohmine in the height of rays; the former has higher rays as mentioned 
above instead of lower rays (1-29 cells high) in the latter. Our field 
investigation has disclosed that a chaotic shaly formation with abundant Car¬ 
boniferous and Permian limestone lenses are, in fact, a large-scale submarine 
sliding mass designated as olistostrome. From the lithology, fossils (associ¬ 
ation of Monotis and Araucarioxylon), and structure of this area, it is likely 
that a considerable part of the strata previously believed to be Permo- 
Carboniferous belongs to the Triassic. 
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Explanation of Plate II 

Sections of Araucarioxylon mineense from Sekigahara. A: Cross section. B: 
Radial section showing tylosis-like structure within tracheids. C: Radial 
section showing bordered pits on tracheid. D: Tangential section showing 
very high rays which are biseriate in part. E: Tangential section showing 
biseriate ray. A & D: x60, B & E: x 140, C: x580. 
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